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 Sylvia D. Brown Scholarship Application 
The members of the MRA Scholarship committee invite you to apply for one of the Sylvia D. Brown Scholarships. Since 1976,  MRA has been offering this opportunity to help foster literacy instruction. One of the purposes of this memorial scholarship is to provide MRA members, who are classroom teachers or literacy specialists, with the financial support they need to conduct action research within their educational setting.   The first step to turn your idea into a reality is to fill out an application and apply.  You may request between $250 and $1000.  Scholarship proposals must be submitted by February 10th of each year. 

Format – The format for proposed scholarships is action research.
Application Process - Please provide the following information: 

1. The Participants Information Form is for each person involved in your proposal. Each participant must include a professional resume.  Please note that this scholarship is made available to members of the MRA. At least one of the participants involved in your proposal must be a current member of the Massachusetts Reading Association.   If you need to join or renew your membership in MRA, please go to the MRA Membership link and follow the instructions.

2. On a separate paper, also provide the following two to five page description of the Action Research project: information: 

· Title of your proposal

· Brief abstract of the proposal (50 – 100 words)

· Five Phases of Action Research 
       
 Sources:  Ferrance, Eileen (2000).  Themes in Education:  Action Research.  LAB at Brown University, Providence, RI.


Madison Metropolitan School District (2004), Classroom Action Research. Madison, Wisconsin.

· Problem Identification  

· What do you want to examine?  

· Why is this important to you?

· Plan of Action

· How will you develop and implement your investigation?

· Where will your action research take place?

· What is your timeline?

· Data Collection

· What types of data will you collect to answer your question?

· What resources will you use to collect this data? 
 


· Analysis of Data

· How will you analyze the data?

· Plan for Future Action

· How will you share your findings with your professional community?  

(e.g.  interview, portfolios, case study, questionnaire, anecdotal records, video tapes etc.)

· How will you report to the Massachusetts Reading Association? (Select one)

_____  Annual Conference Presentation

_____  Article for publication in the Primer
· Dollar amount of request

($250 - $1,000)

· Itemized budget for the request
3.  Submit the complete application and a participant’s information form for each member of the group electronically to Sherry Alleman, Sylvia D. Brown Scholarship Chair at shimall@comcast.net by February 10th  of each year.  

The Scholarship Committee reviews all applications. Notification of the review Committee's acceptance will be given to the contact person by March 15th. Scholarships will be presented during the Sylvia D. Brown Luncheon at the Annual MRA Conference. 

Feel free to contact one of the members of the committee if you have questions. 

Sherry Alleman, Sylvia D. Brown Scholarship Chair

shimall@comcast.net or 508-561-8067

                       Mary Aucoin


    Mary Matthews

                Joy Turpie

mgauc@aol.com

mematthews48@gmail.com 

turpiej@gmail.com
We also invite you to visit our website:  www.massreading.org for more information about other scholarships, professional development possibilities and our annual spring conference, Comprehension - Imagine That!, to be held in Sturbridge, Massachusetts on April 12-13, 2012. 

Thank you for being a part of the MRA and for continuing to “invest in literacy”. 

The Scholarship Committee
