Proposal Requests 

and Requirements
Do you have a plan for conducting  

ACTION RESEARCH 

in your educational setting?
The MRA invites you to submit a proposal for the Sylvia D. Brown Scholarship.  Detailed proposal information can be obtained from the MRA website.   Proposals are due by February 10th each year and must be submitted electronically to the Sylvia D. Brown committee chair.  The requirements include:
· At least one of the participants in the 

project must be a member of MRA.

· Each participant must submit a professional resume.  
· A two to five page description of the 

Action research project must include:

· Title of your proposal

· Brief abstract of the proposal

(50 – 100 words)

· Five Phases of Action Research 
· Problem Identification
· Plan of Action

· Data Collection

· Analysis of Data

· Plan for Future Action
· Dollar amount of request

($250 -  $1,000)
· Itemized budget for the request

For Further 
Information

To learn more about the 

Massachusetts Reading Association 
and the Sylvia D. Brown Scholarship,
log on to our website…
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                     www.massreading.org

Do you have any questions about the 

Sylvia D. Brown Scholarship?

Contact Sherry Alleman by:

Email:  shimall@comcast.net

Phone:  (508) 561-8067

Sylvia D. Brown 

Scholarship Committee

Sherry Alleman, Chair

Mary Aucoin

Mary Matthews

Joy Turpie
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   An affiliate of the International Reading Association
           Sylvia D. Brown

           Scholarship
     Sylvia D. Brown

      Scholarship
Fostering Quality Literacy
 Instruction and Assessment 
through Action Research

What is the

Massachusetts Reading Association?  
The Massachusetts Reading Association is a professional, non-profit organization of literacy advocates from across Massachusetts.  This organization is comprised of teachers, librarians, college and university professors, and others who actively promote literacy at all levels.  Our focus is the preparation and continuing professional development of educators and all who promote literacy.

Our 
Mission
The mission of the Massachusetts Reading Association is to promote reading and writing for all learners through professional development, research, publications and advocacy for the literacy community.

Our 
Affiliation
The Massachusetts Reading Association is an affiliate of the International Reading Association, a world-wide organization of members who promote advances in literacy.

Sylvia D. Brown 
Scholarship Background

Sylvia D. Brown was the founding Secretary-Treasurer of the Massachusetts Reading Association.  The memorial scholarships, established in 1976, are granted each year in her honor to provide MRA members with financial support to carry out action research in the field of literacy.
          .

Scholarship 
Goals 
· Foster quality literacy instruction and assessment
· Encourage original action research in literacy-related areas

· Assess and share outcomes of action research with MRA colleagues and others who promote literacy

What is 
Action Research?

Action research is a process in which participants examine their own educational practices systematically and carefully, using the techniques of research in a disciplined inquiry.  The expectation is that the research will inform and change the researcher’s educational practices in the future. The research is typically carried out within the educator’s environment—that is, with the students and at the school in which the teacher works—on questions that deal with educational matters at hand.

 Source:  Ferrance, Eileen (2000).  Themes in Education:  Action Research.  LAB at Brown University, Providence, RI.
Example  of a

Scholarship Winner  

     “The Impact of Attitudes, Values, Beliefs,   Desires, & Motivations on Literacy Learning”
Purpose

The purpose of this research is to measure growth in students’ attitudes about themselves

as readers, while involved in a two-month project requiring each student to read five books from a list of 25 choices.
Research Tool

The Reader Self-Perception Scale  (RSPS)

(Pre-test and Post-test)

Budget - $ 600

  Trade books



$ 500

  IPEVO Document Camera

     77

  Paper, Markers, Certificates                    23
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